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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2013-107
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Jones
Date of Introduction: February 12, 2013
Committee(s) of Reference: TEU, F
Date of Analysis: February 14, 2013
Type of Action: Petition to Mayor; request for report
Bill Summary: The bill urges the Mayor to investigate the feasibility and cost saving possibilities of converting the City’s streetlights to LED fixtures under a performance contract with a private provider who would bear the initial start-up cost of the transition under a performance contract that would capitalize the cost of the project over time.  The bill requests the Mayor to report to the City Council by the June 4, 2013 Finance Committee meeting on the feasibility of such a performance contract.
Background Information: Several City Council committees have received briefings over the years by providers interested in exploring a conversion of the City’s streetlights from the current high pressure sodium light to newer technology LED or metal halide lights, which produce a brighter, more true-color light at a cost savings in electrical consumption.  Modern lighting control technology also offers opportunities for automatic dimming during late-night hours in areas where traffic is light, longer bulb life, and lower maintenance costs than the lights currently in use.  The JEA currently maintains the City’s streetlights, with the City paying the electric cost and a maintenance fee to the JEA.
Policy Impact Area: Electrical savings; enhanced street lighting and public safety
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined; new technology and more energy-efficient lamps offer the opportunity for substantial reductions in electric costs, but the capital cost for installation of new fixtures and lamps must be borne up-front and amortized by the cost savings over time.
Analyst: Clements
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